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In Canada, the presence of two official languages is an integral part of the 
Canadian identity. Through their presence, official language minority 
communities (Francophones outside Quebec and Anglophones in Quebec) 

contribute to the enrichment of collective life. To this end, the Government of 
Canada is committed, through the Official Languages Act, to enhance the vitality 

of these communities. 
 
These issues have been the subject of numerous studies and conferences. For 

the first time, the spotlight will be on the significant contribution of archives and 
libraries to the vitality of official language minority communities (OLMCs). The 

conference will bring together researchers, representatives of the Government of 
Canada - particularly Library and Archives Canada (LAC) - and representatives 
of the community to discuss various themes that will foster better recognition of 

this contribution and support more  
 
Different points of view will be presented on issues associated with archives and 

libraries. First, the opening session on May 12 will include few opening remarks 
from official representatives and a conversation with Governor General's award 

winning author France Daigle about her relationship with archives as a source 
of inspiration and testimony to her work. This will be followed, over the four 
afternoons of the symposium, by four panels of experts who will address the 

following themes: "Documentary Heritage (Archives and Libraries) and Vitality of 
Memory" and "Archives, Libraries and Literature: Traces of Creation and Sources 

of Inspiration" on May 13; "What Policies are Required to Support Access and 
Remove Language Barriers?" on May 20; and "About Collections: How to better 
represent OLMCs" on May 27. In addition, two café-rencontres will allow small 

group discussions on how to better serve OLMCs on May 20 and on training and 
professional development issues on May 27.  
 

All of these activities will be free, open to all and broadcast online with 
simultaneous translation, while the cafés-rencontres will be held in both official 

languages. However, registration is required to attend. Finally, to ensure the 
sustainability of the exchanges, they will be recorded for later distribution and a 
publication is planned to encourage further reflection. 

 
For more information, please contact bac.clom-olmc.lac@canada.ca.  
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This conference is organized in partnership between Library and 

Archives Canada (LAC), the Center for Research on French Canadian 
Culture (CRFCC) of University of Ottawa, and the Association des 
bibliothèques de l’Ontario-Franco (ABO-Franco), with the active support 

of LAC's OLMC library and archival networks. 
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